Village of Lodgepole
Budget Hearing and Special Board Meeting Minutes
September 24, 2025 at 5:30 p.m. in the Nancy Fawcett Memorial Library

724 Oberfelder St, Lodgepole, NE 69149

Opened 2025- 2026 Budget Hearing at 5:30 PM. Julie Peetz from Rauner and Associates gave a presentation.
Discussion was held.

Closed 2025- 2026 Budget Hearing at 5:42 PM.

Chairman informed the public of the location of the posted Meetings Act. Notified the public where notices
were posted, The Lodgepole Village Office, the Lodgepole Post Office, Nancy Fawcett Memorial Library.

Chairman notified the public of the closed session State Statue 84-1410 if necessary.

Board Member Kepler Motioned and Runge seconded to approve the agenda. Voting in Favor- Yes: Dykman,
Kepler, Mitchell, Runge, Wilkins No: None Motion carried.

Opened the 2025- 2026 Levy Hearing at 5:44 PM. Julie Peetz from Rauner and Associates gave a presentation.
Discussion was held.

Closed 2025- 2026 Levy Hearing at 6:12 PM.

Board Member Runge motioned, and Kepler seconded to approve the tax levy rate of .406419 per $100 of
assessed value. Voting in Favor- Yes: Dykman, Kepler, Mitchell, Runge, Wilkins No: None Motion carried.

Board Member Wilkins motioned and Dykman seconded to approve the 2025- 2026 Budget. Voting in Favor-
Yes: Dykman, Kepler, Mitchell, Runge, Wilkins No: None Motion carried.

Board Member Kepler motioned and Runge seconded to approve Resolution #294 setting the Property Tax
Request at .406419 per $100 of assessed value. 2025-2026 Personal & Real Property Tax Requirement
Request is $93,360.36. Voting in Favor- Yes: Dykman, Kepler, Mitchell, Runge, Wilkins No: None Motion
carried.

Board Member Kepler motioned and Dykman seconded to approve Resolution #293; Municipal Annuat
Certification of Program Compliance to NE Board of Public Roads Classifications and Standards for 2025.
Voting in Favor- Yes: Dykman, Kepler, Mitchell, Runge, Wilkins No: None Motion carried.

Discussion was held with Julie Peetz on the status of the 2023- 2024 audit, with help from Gwen Devie to
finish the audit and work through the 2024- 2025 data. They hope to get the 2025- 2026 audit to RJ Meyer by
the end of this week. Julie discussed possibility of audit waiver in the future.

Discussion was held on hiring Cyndi Bell as interim Clerk until a new clerk is found. Cyndi Bell is willing to
train the new hire as well. Diana Bruns works well with Cyndi so they could work out a system together until
Diana chooses to no longer work.




Discussion on the editing of the clerk/treasurer job description to include background check and remove
some verbiage and remove bachelor’s degree requirement. Discussion on the pay scale for the
clerk/treasurer and the maintenance superintendent and mainienance assistant. Board Member Dykman
motioned, and Kepler seconded to approve a pay scale of $20 to $25 an hour and a benefit stipend for the 3
positions. Voting in Favor- Yes: Dykman, Kepler, Mitchell, Runge, Wilkins No: None Motion carried.

The Board of Trustee went into executive session at 7:34 PM pursuant to State Statue 84-1410 to discuss
personnel matters. Voting in Favor- Yes: Dykman, Kepler, Mitchell, Runge, Wilkins No: None Motion carried.

Came out of executive session at 8:07 PM.

Board Member Kepler motioned and Runge seconded to approve hiring Cyndi Bell as Interim Clerk until a new
clerk is hired and will train the new clerk. Rate of pay is $22 an hour, Cyndi will do clerk duties and utility
billing and payroll. Voting in Favor- Yes: Kepler, Mitchell, Runge, Wilkins No: Dykman Motion carried.

Board Member Runge motioned, and Kepler seconded to approve moving the Village Board Meetings back to
the Community Hall due to the Fire Marshall’s determination of the limited occupancy of the library. Voting in
Favor- Yes: Dykman, Kepler, Mitchell, Runge, Wilkins No: None Mation carried.

Board Member Dykman motioned, and Kepler seconded to approve rolling over Electric Fund CD #1 03 at
Adams Bank & Trust for another 52 weeks. Voting in Favor- Yes: Dykman, Kepler, Mitchell, Runge, Wilkins No:
None Motion carried.

Discussion was held on the consent agenda. The September 9% Special Meeting and Budget Workshop
Minutes were extracted to be re-examined. The rest of the consent agenda was discussed and agreed upon.

Board Member Runge motioned, and Kepler seconded to approve of the Sept 2" Regular Meeting Minutes
and the August 18" Special Meeting Minutes. Voting in Favor- Yes: Dykman, Kepler, Mitchell, Runge, Wilkins
No: None Motion carried.

No Community Comments.
No Chairman Comments

No Board Member Comments
Meeting Adjourned at 8:42 PM.

Next Village Board meeting will be held at the Lodgepole Community Hall at 5:30 PM on October 7™, 2025.

Juorr WL

Susan Mitchell

Village of Lodgepole Chairman




